
Improved 

Response Time and 

Passenger Safety 

Solution to 

Congestion Issues 

Focus on Green 

Running Agenda  

Standardized Routes for 

Autonomous Driving 

Increase in Route 

Coverage with 

Smaller Buses 

Autonomous Buses 

for Door-to-Door 

Shuttle Services  

Driver Shortage to 

Facilitate Autonomous 

Driving 

New Sensing/ 

Monitoring 

Technologies to 

Allow Bus Tracking 

A number of key drivers as 

well as mobility challenges 

that already exist are 

expected to result in the rise 
of new bus categories. 

Conventional 

fuels 

accounted for 

the largest 

share of fuel 

types for buses 

in 2017… 

2017 > 2030 

Conventional 
Fuels 

Electric 

97% 

3% 97% 

3% 

…however, 

they are 

expected to be 

the least 

contributor 

after 10 years. 

SHUTTLE BUS 

MIDI BUS 

STANDARD BUS 

HIGH-CAPACITY BUS 

New categories of buses are triggering the 

mass adoption of the electric powertrain.  

 

Different semi-/fully-autonomous bus 

types, which are suitable for specific 

regions or applications and are equipped 

with innovative technologies, will replace 

conventional buses in the long run. 

10–20 

15–25 

50–60 

>80 

Suburban mass 
transportation to 

affect the market  

for individual 

passenger vehicles 

United States 

2018 
 
First driverless shuttle 
launched in California 
with permission from 
DMV. 

Regions worldwide have 

started the adoption of 

autonomous and 

electrified buses; it’s just 

a matter of time before 

these buses rule the roads. 

South Africa 

2018 
 
The driverless electric-drive EZ10 
shuttle with 12 passenger seating 
capacity was operated under test 
conditions.  

Australia 

2018 
 
A five-year trial of the autonomous 
vehicle technology was launched 
on public roads on the outskirts of 
the capital, Adelaide. 

China 

2018 
 
Baidu launched its latest 
demonstration of self-driving 
buses, which will operate in a 
5 kilometer range. These 
buses are expected to be 
commercialized soon. 

Japan 

2019 
 
Baidu collaborated 
with Chinese bus-
maker, King Long, to 
develop 100 
“Apolong” 
autonomous buses, 
which are expected to 
operate from the first 
half of 2019. 

Germany 

2017 
 
Deutsche Bahn launched 
an autonomous 
passenger bus to drive 
along a pre-programmed 
route in Bavaria. 

Sweden  

2018 
 
A driverless shuttle  
developed by EasyMile 
for a six-month trial 
started operation in 
Stockholm. 

Switzerland 

2018 
 
Pod/Shuttle buses holding 11 passengers 
made their debut in normal traffic through a 
pedestrian area, which is fully embedded 
into a public transport system. 
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The trend of electrification 

will propel key players to 

explore autonomous 

and telematics 

solutions to stay 

competitive in the market.  

New innovative designs, 

autonomous driving, 

green running agenda, 

and increased route 

coverage will allow for 

more radical bus designs 

to arise in the market. 

Players in the market 

should consider 

partnerships or 

acquisitions to expand 

their market presence. In 

parallel, market 

participants will need to 

develop their capabilities 

in autonomous driving 

technology and artificial 

intelligence. 

? 

For deeper insights in the "Future Bus" ecosystem, visit futurebridge.com 

Electric Hybrid Short-distance Seating-capacity Autonomous Semi-Auto Long-distance 

2018 >2030 

The ECOSYSTEM FOR BUSES 

has already EXPANDED… 

… the NEXT BIG QUESTION is 

WHO ELSE will enter the 

ecosystem in the future? 

23% 
Europe 

13% 

North 

America  

6% 

RoW 

9% 

South & 

Central 

America  

49% 

APAC 

Mobility solution providers must  

ANTICIPATE, INNOVATE, and TRANSFORM 
Forget the autonomous car —the 

cities of the future will feature 

self-driving buses whizzing 

around. The city will start to 

massively and probably 

aggressively favor mass 

transportation over taxis and 

private vehicles. 

– Amos Haggiag, CEO of the 

transportation startup, Optibus 

We consider autonomous 

vehicles to be more than just a 

test object. 

– Bruno Schwager, Director of the 

public transport authority of 

Schaffhausen, Switzerland 

… 

… 

 

 

 

FUTURE OF MOBILITY 

https://www.futurebridge.com/

